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The Inside Track
Scott van Tamelen, WMFC President

s it the start of another monthalready?? Wow!! VE OE OEA 1 AAE 1T &£ CIiT A txAAC
feel like June already, but it is and with that comes many car events. Make sureuyoheck the
Qalendar of event® section to get the latest scoop on wha?®?MFC has planned for June. And make
TTOA T£ 1060 1 AGO AGAT O A O OEA I1T1T0E T £ -Auh OE,
beautiful weather for it.

Included in this i TT OE6 O &EOAAEOA ( EQbyQeff GoeksdbQIE thd infanus A x
0" AT AEG6 AAOO8 ) EITT x A O OI |A I £ 060 EO xAO OE/
AOI I OEA 1T1TO6EA 31T EAU O OEA " Al AEOspdsdarOn thekiktA O«
place. Sowhy not learlE I x O OAI I A O AAITTAA O" AT AEOGO6 AAO
out there.

)y 8 OA AT O1 ET Al OAAuAtripQd theAndianBpoli® M&or Fp@ddway last weekend. We

were fortunate AT T OCE O1 EAOA 1T 00 6ypyw )T AU O0AAA #AOH4 OAI
Anniversary Pace Car Reunionlt was a great timethe weather was near perfect, and man the roar of

an Indy caras it passes by at 240 mph is like nothing elsealsoOA AT EUAA OEAO OEA &

1 A0CO 011 OEAA Ol AOGAOC PAAA Al )TAU uvnngg8iil O OEA
EEOOT OEAAT ZEAAOO )di MEAOAET AOAA AuUs

While we were down in Indy Larry reports he and a couple of guysvere up at Mid-Michigan Dragway
and had a blast The weather washot and humid, but hismph was still good,ET's terrible. Heran 3
12.52's@110.xx n/a, lestN20 was 11.86@121Sixties were all 1.63 to 1.73From thelooks of the
pictures fun was had byall8 8 8 8 Makes me thinkwe need to get a WMFC track dayn the calendar.
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100t Anniversary Indy Pace Car Reunion
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Larry & Mid-Michigan Pictures
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Firebird History

A "Brief" History of the "Bandit" Cars

I " OEAZE (EOQIEQW #AO®EA O" Al ) X X
(oroT T OEAA8O "1 AAE AT A "T1 A 3PAAEAI %AEOEI T OQ
- written by Jeff Goers

7EAT OAEAOOET ¢ O1T Al AAE AT A CiT A 40AT O 'ih EITAOE
1977 movie that started the phenomenon. However, in truth, Pontiac nevérAAA A O" AT AEQD6
Trans Am. They did make a black and gold Special Edition used by the movie, but never was it dubbed
anything other than a Special Edition by Pontiac. The movie was just so wildly successful at the time,

that the public cametoassB EAOA AT U Al AAE AT A Cil1 A 41 AO A O"/

4EA O" A& dvdivediron #4973 Trans Am show car built by Bill Mitchell as a styling exercise,
which he used as his personal driver and show usage. This was the first car to use the black on gold
theme, with gold headlamp bezels, grilles, and wheels. The car was driven regularly by Mitchell and
his design buddies, and was frequently seen cruising (or racing) on Woodward Avenue.

With the redesign of the 1974 Trans Am to comply with new federal crashOAT AAOAOh - EOQOAE
hadtobeODAAOAA xEOE dxt AO0ITO0 AT A OAAO AAOAEAOh AT,
was enough positive feedback to update the car again for the 1975 circuit, and this in turn spun off the

first black and gold Speial Edition.

1976 50th Anniversary

)T pwxeh O ATT T AITOAOA 011 OEAA8O unOE AT T EOAOO/
xEOE -EOAEAI 160 Cciil A EAAAT Ai p AAUAI Oh COEI T AO Al
tinted steering wheel spokes, a gold shifter plate (automatics only), and English gothic lettering for the
Trans Am decals. Options could include a 455 engine (last year offered) and the first ever Hurdbps

in a production vehicle. The Ttops were only offered for a potion of the build year as they were

shown to easily leak and warranty issues were a concern.

1976 SE Production Numbers:
400 engine, no Ttops: 1628
455 engine, no Ftops: 319

400 engine, with Ttops: 533
455 engine, with Ttops: 110
Total 1976 SE Prodution: 2590
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pwxyx O" AT AEOS6 3PAAEAI %AEOETI

xx 40A®DG OEA3ZU®EOOO UAAO xEOE OEA OAAAEAAG6 AOI1
specified a hard top, while RPO Y82 came with the Hurstt®ps. All SES again came with the gold

wheels, headlamp bezels, dash, steering wheel spokes, shifter plate, and gothic lettering. Again, the

Hurst tops were showing leakage and warranty issues, and were offered sporadically throughout the

model year. This waghe first year the Olds 403 (L80) was offered as a motor, along with the base

Pontiac 400 (L78 and the upgraded T/A 6.6 400 (W72). Only the W72 motor could be ordered with a
manual transmission. To a keen eyed spotter, you could tell what motor was therg the shaker hood.

) £ EO OAEA O¢p8¢, 6h UI O EAA AEOGEAO OEA AT 6OU 1 A0/
the W72.

pwxx O" AT AEOGS6 3% 0O0I
Y81, 400 (L78): 748

Y81, 403 (L80): 180

Y81, 400 (W72) automatic: 549

Y81, 400 (Wr2) manual: 384

Total SE Hard Tops: 1861

Y82, 400 (L78): 6030

Y82, 403 (L80): 1217

Y82, 400 (W72) automatic: 3760

Y82, 400 (W72) manual: 2699

Total SE Ttops: 13,706

41 OAl pwxx O" AT AEODOG

powxw O" AT AEOS 3PAAEAI

) T 8 x pdévenithkd\vaas carryover for the SB from 1977. The one notable exception was that all
SHES$ came with Ftops, and this would be the last year the Hurst-Tops were available. Fisher Ftops
replaced the troublesome Hurst early in the model year. The easvay to tell the difference between
the two is that the Fishers are much larger and only have about 4 inches of roof span between them,
while the smaller Hurst have about 8 inches. Additionally, in a fit of marketing frenzy, GM introduced
another Specialb AEOET T EJFEI BRDERQY EZEEDO" AT AEOS6 PAET O OAER
Editions with black trim. Interestingly, GM had to use two different types of Solar Gold paint between

the Norwood, Ohio (RPO Y82) and Van Nuys, California (RPO Y84) pdadie to stricter California EPA
requirements, giving the Van Nuys Gold SE cars a greenish tint. While all three motors returned from
6xxh EO OAAI O OEAO 1T AEOEAO bPI AT O OOAAEAA xEEAE
number of total 400s to speculate over. Only Van Nuys used the 403 motor.

pwxWw O" AT AEOS6 3% 001 AOAOE gl
Y82 (Norwood), 400 motor, automatic: 2856 i,
Y82 (Norwood), 400 motor, manual: 489
Y84 (Van Nuys), 400 motor, automatic: 68
Y84 (Van Nuys), 400 motor, manual: 20
Y84 (Van Nuys), 403 (L80): 210

417 OAT pwxy O" AT AEOGS6 3% 00O]
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pwxyw O" AT AEOS 3DPAAEAI %AEOEII

4EA Gxw 40AT O 'i ODPIi OOAA AT1T OEAO OOUIEI ¢ ODPGCOAA/
fascia and going to the separated, quad headlamf@here were also some drivetrain changes for T/As,
adding the Pontiac 301 and the California issued Chevy 305 (L37), and removing the base Pontiac 400

j.xwqs 4EA omp AEA 110 T AEA EO ETOI A O0" Al AEOGGh
ohAO OEAT OEAOh All Ccil1 A OOEI EOAI O 3kadewithAeoOoUul O
RPO Y84.

pwxw O" AT AEOGS6 3% 0O0I
305 (L79), automatic: 573

305 (L79), manual: 213

403 (L80), automatic: 9874

400 (W72), automatic: 1107

400 (W72) manual: 1107

471 OA1l pwxw O" AT AEOO

~~~~~

DU O" AT AEOd 3DAAEAI WAEOET |

While the Trans Am looked very much the same for 1980, there were major changes under the hood.
Gone were the 400 and 403 motors, to be replaced by the Patu 301 (W72) and 301 Turbo (LUS).

AEA TAx omuv j,' ' 1q OAI AETAA AO OEA ODPAO/E vrieAle ARG
ET OO1 AGAOGET T 1T &£ OEA OOOAT OOUI AA xEAAI Oh ATTA EI
T/A. The externala’A ET OAOET O APPAAOAT AA xAO OEOOOAI T U Ol
exception that the Fisher Ftops became optional again. All SEstill carry RPO Y84.

IS

pwprn O" AT AEOS6 3% 0 Q]
301 (W72), no T-tops: 72

305 (LG4), no Ftops: 103

301 Turbo (LU8), no Ftops: 12
Total SE Hardtops: 187

301 (W72), w/ T-tops: 2084

305 (LG4), w/ T-tops: 463

301 Turbo (LU8), w/ T-tops: 3444
Total SE Ttops: 5991 &
47 OAT pwymnm O" AT AEO«
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pwwWwp O" AT AEOS 3DPAAEAT %AEOEIT I

For 1981, there were very few changes for the SE All cars now received an in hood turbo boost

CAOCA 1T AAAT AA ,1xh -AAEOI AT A (ECEh AT A All AAOC
computers put in a GM vehicle. The only real change for the T/As was a prinerease of $842 over

1980, creating a new price for a base Trans Am to $8322. The Y84 SE coupe added another $779, and

the Y84 Ttop edition pushed another $1516. This created base prices for the SE coupe at $9101, and
$9838 for a T-top version. After a Bw options, it was not unusual for nicely equipped Skto be well

north of $10,000, or well into Corvette pricing.

pwPp O" AT AEOS6 3% 00
301 (W72), no T-tops: 41

305 (LG4), no Ftops: 15

301 Turbo (LU8), no Ftops: 65
Total SE Hardtops: 21

301 (W72), w/ T-tops: 1160

305 (LG4), w/ T-tops: 932

301 Turbo (LU8), w/ T-tops: 3050
Total SE Ttops: 5142

417 OAl pwym O" AT A

Post-1981 Special Editions

1981 represented the last year that Pontiac had a dedicated blackagd 1 A O" AT AEO6 3 PA/
package. There were black and gold cars to be had, but Pontiac had begun to more emphasis on the
Recaro seats that were going intthe Trans Am and less on the famous color scheme. You could buy a
black and gold T/A, but it wauld only be technically classified as a Special Edition if you checked off

the Recaro interior option. Pontiac would continue to offer these Recaro &Ehrough 1985.

|
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(T x O 3PpI O A O" AT AEOSG 3%

All the black and gold S& produced from 1976 through 1981 shared some noticeable similarities.

4EAOA AAT AA OOAA AO NOEAE OEOOAI OAEAOCAT ARG O+
- Starlight black exterior with gold accent stripes

- Gold wheels

- Gold colored headlamp bezsland grilles

- Gold tinted instrument panel

- Gold steering wheel spokes
- Gold tinted shifter bezel (for automatics)

"00 OEA OAAI ETAEAAOI O EO OEA AAOA bPI AOGA O1 AARAO (
RPO code forthatyear (Y81 9 wch 9¢tqh OEAT OEA AAO EO |1 EEAI U
starting to re-pop these plates by unscrupulous people). It should be noted though, that some SE cars
(specifically 1977-78 may not have received the designation on the datagik due to plant error. The

safest way to verify a car is through Pontiac Historical Services.
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The REAL Bandit Special Editions

When it was stated above that there are nfactory O" AT AEO6 3 bthahviah true. WAWEBVEIE T 1 O
in 1981 that was remedied by Trans Am Specialties in Cherry Hill, NJ, who created approximately 200
Bandit Trans Ams under license of Universal Studios to use the name. Modifications were extensive,
and included the following:

- 455 motor bored 0.30 over fora final displacement of 462 cubic inches

-9.0 to 1 compression

- 380 hp at 4800 rpms, 430 Ib. ft. of torque at 2800

rpms (estimated) A

- Doug Nash 5speed manual transmission

- 3.08 rear gear

- 3900 Ib curb weight (estimated)

- 21 gallon fuel tank

- 11.0vented front disc brakes

-11.1 vented rear discs

-01T T OEAAB8O 73¢ EATAI ETC
- 255/60R15 Goodyear tires

- Recaro seats

- Blauplunkt four speaker stereo

- Escort radar detector

- Motion sensitive theft alarm

- CB radio (of course)

Zero to sixty timeswere measured in 6.0 seconds, and it ran a tractiechallenged 14.3 quarter mile at
97 miles an hour (with a 3.08 rear gear).

What did it cost? A cool $30,000 in 1982yith most of that money going back to Universal Studios for
licensing the Bandit nameYeah, that was close to Ferrari money in 1981.

YT Al T OET ch A OI OAl 1T &£ O11 A 1 xoventherperiod oAseviiEy@ass, 3 D A /
IO AT AOAOACA T &£ A OAAT O oxmnm j CEOA T 0 OAEAQ A |
say that only a percentage of that number survived to this day. How many? Who knows. But a safe

guess would say half that figure (or less). Even a smaller percentage in decent condition. Definitely a

rare breed.

oandit
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WMFC June Meeting

Saturday] une 4t h, ingvteedune clulb reeetimgal thk

MiFbodyMe et & Gr eet . | t 61 | b e
webdve all had a chance to ¢c

When SaturdayJune 4th
LocatonBaker 6 s RestMiur ant Mi | f

Newsletter 11



Upcoming Events

WMEC Monthly Meetings:

June TimeTBD yetbut we are combining this meeting with the MiFbody show

WMEC Offtial Events:

Monday May 30th Hamilton Memorial Day Parade Hamilton, Mi

Saturday June 4, 2011 MiFbody Meet & Gr@&ztkers of Milford, Milford Mi

Monday July 4th, 2011 Grandville Fourth of July Parade and WMFC party Grandville, Mi
Saturday July 23rd, 28 2 a C/ G/ NXzA a STimé B st TBR R I NR €
August 2628, 2011 2011 Trans Am Nationals, Dayton Marriott Hotel, Dayton, Ohio
October 2011 WMFC Color Tour cruiseme, destination

Other Automotive Events:

May 28th, 2011 Lane Automotive Car Show @ma, Mi

June 34, 2011 Soaring Eagle Car Show, Mt. Pleasant, Mi www.soaringeaglecasino.com/carshow.htm
June 4, 2011 5th Annual lonia Classic Car & Truck Shpwonia, Mi

June 411, 2011- Hot Rod Power Tourz Florida to Detroit

June 1011, 2011 8th Anrual Central Lake Cruise & Car Show Central Lake, Mi www.joelshooks.com
June 11, 2011 8th Annual Moose Classic Car Show, Sparta, Mi

June 11, 2011 31st Annual Vicksburg Old Car Festivdflain St. Vicksburg, Mi

June 11, 2011 6th Annual All Chevy Show, &ldChevrolet, 3770 Plainfield Ave Grand Rapids, Mi
June 12, 2011 Leila Carboretum Car ShawlLeila Arboretum and Gardeng Battle Creek, Mi

June 18, 2011 2011 Holland Car ShowOutlet Mall East Parking Lot 12330 James St. Holland, Mi
June 18, 2011 11thAnnual Classic Car ShowDowntown Nashville, Mi on M66

June 25, 2011 8th Annual Covered Bridge Downtown Car &xamterville, Mi

June 25, 2011 11th Annual Comstock D415 East H Ave. Kalamazoo Mi NG&Y?

June 26, 2011 1st Annual LLWC Summer Gsic Car Show Corner of Hoffman & US131 Three Rivers,
Mi 12-4pm

July 9, 2011 19th Annual Benefit Cruise and Car Shevaco Bell 5560 Beckley Rd., Battle Creek, Mi
July 9, 2011 Adam Shafer Memorial Car Show Lawton Mi www.adamscarshow.com

July 16, 2011 Todd Wenzel Classics & Camaro Show Hudsonville, Mi

July 16, 2011 Wayland Car Show, Wayland City Park, Wayland, Mi

July 22, 2011 National Baby Food Festival Cruige, 5pmz 7pm, Freemont, Mi

July 24, 2011 Great LakeSreat Chevys ALL Chevy Show, GilmcClassic Car Museum, Hickory
Corners, Mi

Aug 6, 2011 Red Barns Spectacular Car Show, Gilmore Classic Car Museum, Hickory Corners, Mi
Aug 7, 2012 5th Annual Apple Peelin Car Show, Greenville, Mi

Aug 13, 2011 21st Annual Del Shannon Memorial Car Shqwlowntown Coopersville, Mi

|
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Other Automotive Events continued:

Aug 13, 2011 11th Annual Makea-Wish Car, Truck & Bike Show, American Legion Post 298, Battle
Creek, Mi

Aug 14, 2011 11th Annual Deanos Car Show, Allegan, Mi

Aug 20, 2011 Augusta Villag Car Show, Augusta, Mi

Aug 20, 20112 Woodward Dream Cruisez Metro-Detroit area

Aug 26, 27, 2011 7th Annual 28th Street Metro Cruise, thru Grandville, Wyoming, Grand Rapids,
Kentwood, Mi

Sept 5, 2011 7th Labor Day Cars for Cancer Car Show, along theke Michigan beach, Muskegon, Mi
Sept 9, 2011 Trendway Benefit Cruisén 13467 Quincy St. Holland, Mi-®pm

Sept 11, 2011 17th Annual Muscle Cars Plus Car Show, Gilmore Classic Car Museum, Hickory Corners,
Mi

Sept 17, 2011 Freeport Fun Day Car Show,deport, Mi

Sept 17, 2011 Holland Rescue Mission Benefit Car Show, Holland, Mi

|
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The Western Michigan Firebird Club is dedicated
to the preservation and enjoyment of the classic

Pontiac Firebird through a passionate interest in

keeping the Dream Alive.

Meetings:

The WMFC holds monthly meetings throughout the yearhe times and locations may
vary, so please see the upcoming events page twieck out our website for specific times
and locations. nttp:/iwww.wmfirebird.com/Recent___Upcoming_Events.html

WMEC Officers:

President: Scott vanTamelen president@wmfirebird.com
Vice President: Kyle Denboer vicepresident@wmfirebird.com
Treasure: Mike Keen treasurer@wmfirebird.com
Membership:  Dave Kuyers membership@wmfirebird.com
Newsletter Editor: Cat Browne newsletter@wmfirebird.com
Webmaster: Derek Dyke webmaster@wmfirebird.com

Check out our latest events and activities on our websit@ww.wmfirebird.com .

|
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WMFC Sponsors

Please join um thanking our generous sponsors by using their services
whenever possible. Sponsorship with the WMFC has many great

benefits.

| PERFORMANCE PARTS LLC |

PERFORMANCE
ENGINEERING

® COMPLETE MACHINE SHOP SERVICES
® DYNAMIC ENGINE BALANCING

Nick Weed

2176 CENTER INDUSTRIAL CT PH [616) 666-5800
JENISON MI 49428 FAX (818) 680-0044

Ihe Personal tdvlwn of 3
Ameriprise
Financial

David J. Kuyers, CRPC*
Financial Advisor

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
3270 Central Boulevard

Business Financial Advisor Hudsonville, Ml 49426
Tel: 616.797.0866
Fax: 616

X870

Toll Free: 800.2 >
Cell: 616.560.3057
david.j. kuyers@ampf.com

An Amariprise Financial frarctnse

| <=

| State F.rn'
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

[
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Brian W Hammond, Agent
Michael van Tamelen

357 South Aiver Avenue

Holland, M| 49423.3355

www. hammondsf com Bus 616 355 3200
Fax 616 393 6564

AUTO-MASTER'S
INCORPORATED
| “YOUR AUTOMOTIVE EVERYTHING STORE” |

(616) 455-4510

Toll Fres (800) 413-7278
Fax (616) 455-3950

6521 S. Dwision Ave.
Grand Rapids, M| 49548

WEST MICHIGAN
TRANSMISSIONS

“Get it in gear... here!”

(616) 534-7767
2143 - 28th Street, S.W.
Wyoming, MI 49519
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Section

| have a 1979 Trans Am for sale.

It's a real Y84 Trans Am and what makes it really interesting is th.
it's an extremely rare dtop delete cathat was special ordered. It wa
restored by Transformation Restorations in Pennsylvania and the
ground up restoration is fully documented. The car has never had
rust or been damaged in any way and all of the sheet metal is ori
| have all the aginal brochures, the own@rmanual, the build sheet
window sticker, and it's registered through the Pontiac Historical

Society. I'd like to sell it to a Pontiac Enthusiast so | know it will be
appreciated. I'm asking $28,900 which is below the apptaskeie so
whoever buys it woul d Be32pet t

Thanks,
Mike




Section

Anybody looking for a set of rear window louvers for a 1982 thru
1992 Firebird feel free to contact Andy @ (616) -48H.6 to discuss
their value.
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